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JEWELENE SPENCER: A DIAMOND
IN THE CLASSROOM

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2002

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor my good friend, Jewelene M. Spencer,
as she prepares to retire after 40 years as an
educator, the past 32 of which were spent with
Oscoda Area Schools. Jewel’s dedication and
demand for excellence has made her an in-
valuable part of the school system and the en-
tire community for many years. Her influence
in the classroom will be sorely missed.

Jewel has always set high standards for
herself, her colleagues and her students. Her
faithful adherence to those standards has cer-
tainly been a key to her own teaching suc-
cess. More importantly, however, she has pro-
vided the launching pad for many of her
former students to soar to great heights. Her
storied tenure has left its mark on all those
who have had the privilege and opportunity to
experience her teaching, whether as a student
or as a fellow educator.

Over the years, Jewel has earned many
awards and honors for her achievements, in-
cluding recognition in ‘‘Who’s Who Among
America’s Teachers,’’ an ‘‘Excellence in Edu-
cation’’ certificate from the Oscoda Area
Schools Board of Education and a nomination
as ‘‘Educator of the Year’’ for the Oscoda
Area Schools. In addition, her deep sense of
obligation to the future of young people has
led her to serve as National Honor Society ad-
visor and on various committees.

Jewel also eagerly embraced her responsi-
bility as a caretaker for the teaching profes-
sion. Jewel has always sought to find better
methods to pass on the lessons she has
learned in her career. She also has been a
strong advocate for the teaching profession by
serving in several leadership roles in the Na-
tional Education Association, the Michigan
Education Association and at the local level.
Her husband, Howard; their son, Tyrone; and,
their daughter, Sabrina; also deserve our grati-
tude for the sacrifices they surely made so
that Jewel could reach out to others.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I wish to praise Jewel
for giving so much of her time and enormous
talent to ensuring our young people reach for
the stars. Her former students undoubtedly will
remember and point to Jewel their inspiration.
I ask my colleagues to join me in expressing
gratitude to Jewelene Spencer for giving our
children the gift of education and for teaching
them the value of hard work. I am confident
she will continue to inspire and teach all those
around her.

IN HONOR OF COLORADO
PRESERVATION, INC.

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2002

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the important and con-
tinuing contributions that Colorado Preserva-
tion, Inc. has made to historic and archeo-
logical preservation in Colorado.

Too often our communities can lose their
history in pieces, not realizing until it is gone
just what they have lost. Colorado Preserva-
tion, Inc. works to keep that from happening in
our state. And it is very appropriate to recog-
nize their many contributions in May, because
that is officially Colorado Archeology and His-
toric Preservation Month.

Colorado has become a world-class destina-
tion for people around the country and around
the world who come here to visit and often to
make our state their new home. With them
they bring many diverse cultural heritages. We
welcome this diversity with open arms—and,
at the same time, we recognize the impor-
tance of preserving the things that have
shaped our history and that are uniquely Colo-
radan. It becomes ever more critical that we
take care to ensure the survival of our historic
buildings and archaeological sites. We have to
honor the cultures of people who no longer
live among us, the buildings of our heritage
even if they have outlived their original pur-
pose, and landmarks of our history even if
they are painful.

Colorado Preservation, Inc. has worked tire-
lessly to ensure these important cornerstones
of our history remain available for generations
to come. Here are some examples:

At Camp Apache in Granada thousands of
Japanese Americans were exiled during WWII
for fear of espionage. This site should be pre-
served as an important reminder of our na-
tion’s tragic internment history. The Shield
Rock Art Site in Rio Blanco County dates back
to 1200 AD. This site contains some of the
oldest Native American pictographs and
petroglyphs in Colorado. The Bradford Perley
House in Jefferson County is one of the more
impressive historic buildings in our state. The
sandstone mansion was once a Civil War re-
cruiting station. Colorado Preservation, Inc.
hopes to use the site to educate young people
about its unique place in Colorado history and
is working to raise funds for an archeological
study and master plan to preserve the site for
the most optimal future use.

As Colorado Preservation, Inc. often says,
‘‘it is vital that we remember the future by pre-
serving the past.’’ Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join with me in thanking Colorado
Preservation, Inc. for all of the good and im-
portant work they do for Colorado.

ADM. JAMES M. LOY’S
RETIREMENT

HON. FRANK A. LOBIONDO
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2002
Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor a very special patriot who has com-
mitted his entire career to the mission of de-
fending America. Admiral James M. Loy, com-
mandant of the United States Coast Guard, is
retiring from duty at the end of May and will
bring to a close his remarkable 38-year ca-
reer.

Admiral Loy, a 1964 graduate of the Coast
Guard Academy, spent much of his career on
the water. He served aboard a number of
Coast Guard cutters and commanded a patrol
boat during combat in Vietnam. His experi-
ence comes from duty on the front lines,
teaming the Coast Guard’s traditions and mis-
sions from those who served before him, car-
rying on a tradition that stretches back to
1790. For his service, Admiral Loy has been
awarded a number of decorations including
two Department of Transportation Distin-
guished Service Medals, four Coast Guard
Distinguished Service Medals, the Defense
Superior Service Medal, two Legion of Merit
awards, the Bronze Star with Combat ‘‘V,’’ the
Meritorious Service Medal, the Coast Guard
Achievement Medal, the Combat Service Rib-
bon as well as other unit and campaign
awards. This recognition denotes a fine serv-
ice career in and of itself, but James Loy still
had much to give the Coast Guard and Amer-
ica.

While a very experienced sea-going officer,
Admiral Loy has also distinguished himself on
land as well, earning two masters degrees and
winning recognition for himself and for the
service through his duty as Commander of the
Eighth Coast Guard District, the Chief of Per-
sonnel and Training, Commander of the Atlan-
tic Area and as Coast Guard Chief of Staff be-
fore becoming Commandant in 1998.

His leadership has helped transform the
Coast Guard and improve the service’s readi-
ness to serve effectively well into the 21st ‘‘
Century. He has been a vocal and effective
advocate for the Coast Guard and for Amer-
ica’s need to keep our shores, ports and wa-
terways safe for the maritime industry and for
the millions of Americans who enjoy boating
and fishing on our waters. He has also been
able to look ahead at the new challenges fac-
ing America today. Because of Admiral Loy’s
leadership and foresight, the Coast Guard was
able, during the terrible days of September
2001, to coordinate and carry out the evacu-
ation of I million people from Lower Manhattan
and to immediately send recovery teams to
New York and Washington while putting in
place a security cordon around our nation’s
port cities. His leadership and the efforts of
the Coast Guard from September 11th up until
today demonstrate a living example of the
Coast Guard’s motto Semper Paratus—Al-
ways Ready.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today as Chairman of

the House Coast Guard and Maritime Trans-
portation Subcommittee to congratulate Admi-
ral James M. Loy, Commandant of the U.S.
Coast Guard on his magnificent career and to
thank him for his long service to America. Ad-
miral, we wish you and your wife Kay every
happiness as you begin this new posting and
thank you both for your dedication to service
and duty.

f

IN RECOGNITION OF MATTHEW F.
RYAN, PRINCIPAL OF
THORNDYKE ROAD ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2002

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Matthew F. Ryan, Principal of
Thorndyke Road Elementary School in
Worcester, Massachusetts. Mr. Ryan has
been an educator in the Worcester Public
Schools for past 36 years, and he is retiring at
the conclusion of the school year.

During his distinguished career with the
Worcester Public Schools, Mr. Ryan has
served as a teacher, guidance counselor, and
principal to thousands of students across the
City of Worcester. Indeed, as principal of
Thorndyke Road Elementary School, Mr. Ryan
worked diligently to instill pride in his school,
boosted its reputation and academic achieve-
ments, welcomed parent involvement, and
most importantly developed a school climate
that fostered respect and encouragement for
each student. His parting accomplishment is
the construction of the Thorndyke Neighbor-
hood Trail, which will be dedicated on May 31,
2002.

Mr. Ryan is also deeply involved in the
Worcester community. As a member of St.
George’s Catholic Church, Mr. Ryan is an ac-
tive participant of the Diocesan Peace and
Justice Committee as well as the Faith Into
Action Homeless Coalition.

Mr. Ryan graduated from Worcester State
College, received a Master’s Degree from As-
sumption College, and was a Jacob Hiatt fel-
low at Harvard University’s Graduate School
of Education. In addition to his educational
and professional accomplishments, Mr. Ryan
is the father of five and grandfather of four.

Mr. Speaker, I am certain that the entire
House of Representatives joins me in con-
gratulating Mr. Ryan on his long career of
service to the Worcester Public Schools, and
wishes him the best of luck in retirement.

f

RAISING THE DEBT WITHOUT A
DEBATE

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2002

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, due to their poor
economic planning, today Republicans are at-
tempting to, increase the amount the Federal
government can borrow—not through a direct,
democratic vote—but by slipping it quietly into
the Supplemental Appropriations bill. They’re

not specifying how much they want, they’re
not telling us how they plan to spend it, and
most importantly, they’re not telling us how
they plan to pay it back.

Every Member in this body knows that an
increase in the debt limit has a monumental
impact on our economy. However, under this
Republican procedure, there is no chance to
debate or offer alternatives to one of the most
important decisions made by this Congress,
The state of our economy affects the lives of
all American families and businesses, not just
today, but especially in future years as the
Baby Boomers begin to retire. However, what
we know today is that the federal government
is in a deficit, and $4 trillion of the surplus has
disappeared in one-year—the largest fiscal re-
versal in our nation’s history.

Mr. Speaker, before approving a substantial
increase in our borrowing authority, Congress
has an obligation to review our long-term
budget policies in light of the dramatic reversal
in our nation’s fiscal condition. We should not,
as the Republicans are proposing today, blind-
ly pile debt onto future generations. It is fis-
cally irresponsible.

f

VIRGINIA A. SLOAN: TEACHING
THE JOY OF READING

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2002

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Virginia A. ‘‘Ginny’’ Sloan upon the oc-
casion of her retirement after 31 years as an
educator, all of them for the Oscoda Area
Schools. Ginny deserves high praise for her
devotion to teaching and her passion for en-
suring every student left her classroom
equipped with more than just the basic read-
ing skills necessary for a productive life.

Ginny has always recognized the impor-
tance of reading as the one educational skill
upon which all other learning is based.
Throughout her tenure, she continuously
sought to improve the methodology and the
mechanisms for teaching reading. She was in-
strumental in establishing and developing the
school district’s ‘‘Right to Read Program,’’ and
its ‘‘Secondary In-Service Reading Program.’’
Ginny also was a driving force in curriculum
development for the district, most notably her
work on a committee that reviewed Language
Arts texts and materials for elementary
grades.

Ginny’s pioneering efforts and innovations
were vital to implementing a suitable cur-
riculum as the backbone of Oscoda’s excellent
school system. So many of the hours and ef-
fort put forth by Ginny took place long after
the work day had ended. It is difficult to fully
grasp the commitment of time and energy
made by dedicated teachers such as Ginny
Sloan, but their families understand. Ginny
would be the first to acknowledge that the ac-
commodations made by her husband, Jim,
and their family, played an important role in
her success.

Achieving success in the teaching profes-
sion often comes without much recognition or
reward. In Ginny’s case, she has earned an
‘‘Excellence in Education’’ certificate from the
Oscoda Area Schools Board of Education and
was recognized for 8th Grade achievements

on the Michigan Educational Assessment Pro-
gram test. However, those awards serve as
only a small measure of her value as a school
teacher. The true yardstick of her success is
the gift of learning she bestowed upon her stu-
dents, something that can never be taken
away from them.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I wish to pay tribute to
Ginny for all that she has done for students,
teachers and the entire community. Top-notch
educators like Ginny Sloan are all too rare. I
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Ginny Sloan for a job well-done and in wishing
her a successful and enjoyable retirement.

f

TRIBUTE TO JACK KOSZDIN AND
GEORGIA MERCER

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2002

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join the Hillel Councils of CA State Northridge
University (CSUN) and Valley and Pierce
Community Colleges in paying tribute to my
good friends, Jack Koszdin and Georgia Mer-
cer, who are being honored this evening at
Hillel’s Gala Dinner.

Jack Koszdin and Georgia Mercer are very
special people who have generously given
their time, effort and dedication to Hillel and to
our community as a whole. Jack is a prac-
ticing attorney with whom I had the privilege of
practicing law for nearly six years. He is one
of the most skilled and knowledgeable practi-
tioners in the field of worker’s compensation in
the entire country and is a relentless defender
of the judicial rights of our labor force. Before
entering the legal field as an attorney, Jack
was a great teacher with a huge heart and a
wonderful sense of humor. He counts teaching
at UCLA and serving as a law a professor at
the University of West Los Angeles among his
many accomplishments.

Jack is continually striving to resolve issues
in our educational and legal systems. He is a
member of the Board of the San Fernando
Valley Child Guidance Clinic and one of the
Board of Directors of the Cerebral Palsy Asso-
ciation. He has been a legal advisor to the
Valley Labor Political Education council and
has held numerous prestigious judicial posi-
tions including Judge pro Tem of the Workers’
compensation Appeals Board and Municipal
Judge Pro Tem for the San Fernando Valley.
He also participates in the State Insurance
Commission Study of Workers’ Compensation
and Medical Benefits.

Georgia has more than 25 years of experi-
ence in education, communications and public
affairs. Her accomplishments are legion and
her energy boundless. She now serves as the
Chair of CSUN’s Hillel’s Board of Directors as
well as on the Boards of the CSUN Founda-
tion, Vista Del Mar Child and Family Services,
Valley Trauma Center, Valley Alliance of the
Jewish Federation Council, and Friends of the
Family. She is also an elected and distin-
guished member of the Community Board of
Trustees. As President of this Board from
2000–2001, she led a campaign for a $1.2 bil-
lion facilities bond measure for upgrading the
modernizing all nine college campuses that ul-
timately won 67% voter approval. Georgia is a
gifted and dedicated activist who knows how
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